7 


ISSUE #53 
December 19, 1991 


STORIES: 

Tuat's Tue Way IT Is.... 
DECISIONS, DECISIONS 
AL SHOOK Up 

GIVE AND TAKE 

OTHER STUFF 


FEATURES: Tue Far Swe, DOONESBURY, 
CaLvin & Hosses, VIEWS OF THEWORLD, 
TAKE IT oR LEAVE IT, THE BRASS AND FERN, 
EARTHWEEK, Izzy GESELL's Humor ME, 
PRESIDENT BILL, JOE Bos BricGs, LEOLD, 
LocaL HEROES 


... THATS A WRAP. 


CAN YOU BELIEVE THEY BOUGHT 
TT AGAIN? AS IF MY WHOLE PROGRAM 
ISNT JUST SYPHONING MONEY 
FROM JOE PAYCHECK INTO WEALTHY 
POCKETS. WHAT A BUNCH 

2 OF RUBES 


SO LEYS FORGET THIS DARN 

CLASS. WARFARE THING MND REMEMBER 
WERE ALL TRUE AMERICANS? 
THANK YOU AND GOOD NIGHT. 


v 


za : 
PrN, BML 
ARS 
i POO Fe 


5 | | 
| Ca (An 
\ Ol & 


= 


Nt (Mts 


Great Gift idea? 


Holid y Subseriptions a (see inside for details) 


for Pe VS eee Be 


"ere mk my eae ee pee ee a ea eee 


PRESIDENT BILL By WitiaM L. BROWN 
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environmental mission to Hs Wg in Sarajevo bogged down. i =a 
France and Germany, I Whar Oy : Se : The Serbians would not AoE hy sp “ 
flew to the Balkans to ae, ah ‘accept the inevitable breakup j : 
negotiate peace between of Yugoslavia into a loosely VA th ohn n NU 
the Serbians, Croatians, allied group of small repub- \7Al oy \ 
Slovenians, Bosnians, lics. In the midst of negotia- Ba = Ss - 
Montenegrans, Dalmatians, fons, the Serbians made a Bp, SvAtyone in =e 
and Albanians. Here was a violent grab for territory, Ba Ty pry large fam ily us 2 
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an instrumental role in ») [ y independent city-republic 
pollution abatement over : » X until 1808. Its walls were 
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"President Bill" appears in President Bill, a Graphic Epic, a book published by Andrews and McMeel. This book is now availabie at 
Broadside Bookshop, Faces, Food For Thought Books, and the Beyond Words bookstore. Get caught up on the story. It's worth it. 
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Give the gift that laughs. 
to everyone on your list! 
The Valley Comic News 
Subscriptions 


First sub...$20 bucks 


Send up to 4 additional subs 
to 


friends, relatives, 
customers or clients... 


and knock off 2 bucks per sub! 


HANDKNIT SWEATERS 


100% COLORFAST WOOL 


= PeEOVeERS $°45 


Just send us your check along with 
names and addresses to... 
COMIC NEWS SUBS sa 
p.o. box $15 
Northampton, MA 01061 
Long term laughter dept. 


Bab. CARDIGANS $ 49 Few 


only at 


~KARAVAN IMPORTS 


located above pinocchio's : 


122 MAIN STREET NORTHAMPTON 585 -0815 
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TAKE YOUR CAR OUT TO LUNCHI 
Entrees 


Filters a la Fresco 
Dasta Prime a Oil Pump 
Brake Rotors- sprinkled with asbestos 
Okay, Ill admit it: I’m probably older than you are. I’m not, like, real Mufflers Marmalade 
old... = Ea when I ve a kid, there ba vey few eas en ODE Ignition Caps stuffed with choice of points or condensors 
among the fern trees, unless you count Jimmy Durante. elen Hayes. Helen : at 
Hayes — jeez, isn’t she dead yet ? She’s been the grand-old-lady-of-American- eh ser ef ae es oe Aa ree 
Theater since saloons hit Dodge City. But I’m old enough. I mean, I remember Oe mane. pose L rs ; © 
when they were still the Brooklyn Dodgers. And when you could return three Coke Chassis Hash - chewy joints in lube of your choice 
bottles @ 2 cents) and get a Coke back plus a penny change! And when the 
American Dream meant Go To School And Work Hard So You’! Get Ahead. ONES ioe A Sess ee 
Those were the days. Now the American Dream means Dial 1-900-Psychics To aN Ae ese 
Learn Your Winning Lottery Number. Rte 9 Amherst/Belchertown line 256-0457 
Actually, that’s a little jaded. Because I also remember when I took high 
school Civics — back before anything important had happened in America. Before 
the Beatles, that is. Heck, this was even before JFK. And this terrific Civics ~ 
teacher helped me and a bunch of other carefree high school snots understand just FLOWERS A LA CARTE 
what all those Founding Characters were getting at when they slid their Constitution 150 Main Street 
under the door. You know, the little details: a press that can pretty much drop its Thornes Marketplace 
trousers in front of the king; how townspeople — even stupid ones — can assemble NORTHAMPTON, MA 
peacefully to protest cruelty to badgers; the religious freedom to get naked and 584-0404 F 


worship a Studebaker. And so on. 

Lots of people around the world like that stuff. It’s the American Dream, O 
too. See, I’m so old that I remember when the American Dream wasn’t just about Lp. 
money. It was also about civil rights and “One Man, One Vote (of course, they c 
meant “one person, one vote, but the word “person” wasn’t invented until 1971), yp 
and freedom against searches and seizures, and the right to keep your job even The dvcas Bigs 1 . 
though some idiot you never met said you were a Communist, and even — my god f 
— the right to an attorney. Boy, did that ever start something. Do you younger Selection of Fresh 
folks know that TV cops didn’t always have to say, “You have the right to remain Cut Flowers and 
silent, etc.” when they busted a bad guy? No, they used to just make him confess or Plants 
else the cop would let go of where he was holding him over a cliff. So the bad guy 
always did confess and then after a commercial the cops would meet back in the 
office, where the smart one would tell the stupid ones how he knew who was guilty 
even before he confessed, and then everybody would laugh, and Lassie would bark, 
and then you’d go into the kitchen for a Coke (this was before Diet Coke). 

I'm old enough that I have to think at least part of what people in places 
like the (formerly Communist) Soviet republics are after is some of those freedoms. 
I’m pretty convinced they’re sick of wondering if big guys in uniforms are gonna 

dangle them over a cliff if they tell a dirty joke about the president. I know /’d be. 
Sure, they need to have more control over their own money. It'll be a gas when 
they get enough spending cash to buy enough consumer goods to get really in debt. 
We'll laugh then, by golly. But it’ll also be comforting if they don’t get diverted by 
hating each other’s guts and religions and soccer teams, and instead figure out how 
to run a country more or less together, kinda like we’re supposed to be doing, if we 
used our heads for something besides Walkmen. I’m afraid I’m old enough I still 
hope they can pull it off. 
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THERE WAS NORE BAD NEINS THE SLUMP IN REAL ESTATE 
ON THE ECONOMY TODAY — - \$ SO SEVERE... 


we THAT OFFICIALS HAVE 


m TO DISTRIBUTE CONDOS ‘To 
ANNOUNCED PLANS... 


SCHOOLCHILDREN 


14 a te | ras 
BDH Nig til iP + fe 


be ee 


A CHICKEN IN EVERY POT, ACARD IN EVERY GARAGE. 
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JUST SAY: 


JUST SAY: I Abstain! 
I Abstain! 
CONSUMERS OF AMERICA- THE YouR EVERY PURCHASE IS 
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182 Main Street. Suite 304 
Northampton, MA 01060 
Peter Stein « Christopher Stein 
Telephone: (413) 584 2668 


Education 


B.A. University of Chicago (Liberal Arts) 

B.A. University of Massachusetts (Sociology) 
M.S.W. Adelphi University School of Social Work 
Ed.D. University of Massachusetts School of Ed 
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labels, Aq 
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viewing; materials de 


1958—1966 


Business, technid 
PublishingCompany, Pre’ 


Professional Affilia 


NASE (Natonal Association 

National Association of Socia 
Office For Children, Commis. 
Online America She Ss 
Massachusetts Rural Developm 


Relevant Skills and Kno 


Writing/editing 

Resume and cover letter developmd 
Graphic design 

Laser Printing, Scanning and FAX Services 


References available upon request 


GATER! HAVE YoU 


FORCING THEM TO 
BuY — 


THE BRASS & FERN 
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BEEN ASKING SPENCE 
‘To SNEEZE ON 
PEOPLE'S DRINKS, We 
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We All 
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? To Feel 

rR Gorgeous!! 
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Free UPS Free Giftwrap» OPEN SEVEN D 
Validated Garage Parking 
14 Center Street, Downtown Northampton 584-5783 
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THANKS. IF 
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LICK HIM OR 
SOMETHING, 


Fresh Ingredients, 
at Refreshing Prices! 


W. offer lunch and dinner 
daily, always made with the freshest 
ingredients. We're also the only restaurant in the area to offer lagers 


and ales brewed right on the premises, the best beer in the Northeast! 


“Northam/pton) "Brewery - Downtown Northampto 
__413 « 584 ° 9903 
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EVERYONE’S 
FASHION BASICS! 


2nd Floor, THORNES MARKETPLACE 
NORTHAMPTON 586-8050 


The Valley’s 
Natural Choice: 


= © Sofas & Sleepers 
ef i ° Dining 
- rN ° Bedrooms 
© Bookshelves 
© Futons & Frames 
© Pillows & Covers 


© Recliners 
_ | © Mattresses 
© Accessories 


© Hardwoods 


RNITURE 


32 Masonic St. e Downtown Northampton ¢ 413-586-7970 
Monday through Friday 10 - 5 ¢ Thursday till 8 PM Saturday 10 - 5 
Discover. MasterCard and VISA Accepted © In-Store Financing Avaiiable for Qualified Buyers 
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Ever wondered why you can 
watch the British Parliament for hours at 
a time on C-SPAN, with guys named 
“lan” and “Clive” up there talking about 
“currency reform” and “Common Market 
parity” and “the late test match at Ipswich” 
— in other words, stuff that makes less 
sense toan Americanthan two penguins 
discussing the ozone layer in Swahili — 
and yet you can't take your eyes off it? | 
do this all the time. You get into the 
rhythm of one of those debates on 
subsidies for Scottish sheep farmers, 
and before it’s over, you start making 
these noises at the TV set, like “Uhhhh” 
and “Havahavahava" and “Ayeayeaye,” 
whichare the noises the “backbenchers” 
make whenever they think a Member of 
Parliament is saying something espe- 
cially stupid. 

It's like a comedy club. If you 
stand up there and forget what you 
wanted to say, or you pause too long 
between sentences, or you start boring 
everybody, then you’re dead meat. 
These British guys chew you up like a pit 
bulldog, and all that’s left there at the 
podium is a gold watch-chain and a pair 
of Hush Puppies. 

So anyhow, here’s my point. 
How come the British Parliament is so 
much fun, ‘and the American Congress 
is like watching dyslexic people play 
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Next time you're in one of our 
advertisers' businesses ... 
thank them for supporting us. 


Monopoly? If you’re watching cable, 
and you happen to come across a 
Congressman making a speech on C- 
SPAN, your remote control will aufo- 
matically advance to the next channel 
just from sensing the boredom in the 
room. Elderly people have been lulled 
into such deep slumber that they’ve 
actually’ died from watching this pro- 
gramming. 

If these guys weren't Con- 
gressmen, they'd have to play the ac- 
cordion for a living. 

| think I've figured out what's 
going on, though. The main difference 
between England and Americais that, in 
England, nobody ever uses notes or 
prepared speeches. They have some- 
thing to say — they jump up out of their 
chair and spit the mother out. But in 
Congress, first the guy goes through all 
this stuff about “Will the gentleman 
yield?” and then he sort of rouses his 
lobster-and-steak-dinner physique up 
out of his plush chair, andthen he adjusts 
the microphone, and then he pulls out a 
notebook the size of “War and Peace,” 
and then he starts reading stuff like this: 

“Back where | come from we 
have asaying about highway legislation: 
‘What’s good for the goose is good for 
the gander.’ Now I’m not saying that 


what’s good forthe honorable gentleman - 


Open from 7am to 11pm seven days a week 


14 Pleasant Street ¢ Northampton 
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from Massachusetts is necessarily good 
forme, but! do say that it’s time to come 
to a sane and just decision about the 
continued delay of needed funding for 
the interstate transportation and military 
roads network engendered after World 
War ll andnowso desperately in needof 
repairs. If | might cite just one example, 
in the city of Terre Haute, Indiana, just 
last year, there were 9,745 reported 
incidents of...” ; 

And by this point everybody in 
America is thinking about something 
else! Everybody! Everybody watching 
on TV, everybody sitting in the gallery, 
all of the other Congressmen, the 
Speaker of the House, the 16-year-old 
pages, Dan Quayle, the lady who's 
leading a tour group — everybody is 
reaching for the No-Doz! And the only 
question anybody is asking is, “Now 
what is it he's talking about?" 

Now | can think of several rea- 
sons we might run Congress this way: 

1. Since they're all lying, they 
need to put together carefully written 
printed speeches of everything they say, 
so no one can find out they’re lying. 

2. They have nothing to say, so 
they pay someone to writesomething for 
them to say. 

3.They have IQ's so low that the 
only alternative is cue cards. 
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5. They're dead. What we're 
looking at is an android simulation. 

| propose an Amendment to the 
Constitution that would do more to pro- 
tect us from these guys than all the 
previous Amendments put together: 

The Amendment banning all 
written speeches, prepared texts, 
Teleprompters, and cue Cards, so that 
every public official would be forced to 
stand up, say what he means, and sit 
down. 

Wouldn't this save everybody a 
lot of time? Especially the “sit down” 
part. 


To discuss the meaning of life 
with Joe Bob, orto get his world-famous 
"We Are the Weird" newsletter, write 
Joe Bob Briggs, P.O. Box 2002, Dallas, 
TX 75221. Joe Bub's Fax line is 214- 
368-2310. 


COPYRIGHT 1991 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE, INC. 
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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


Whale Victims 


Wildlife officials were 
eS forced to kill the surviving 

51 pilot whales from a 
group of 168 which mysteriously 
beached themselves along the north- 
west coast of Tasmania. The re- 
maining animals were said to be in 


great suffering, with their lungs full of 


water and sand. 

Alarge sperm whale bull appears 
to have survived a titanic struggle 
with a giant squid in the Pacific 
Ocean, according to a report on 
Radio New Zealand. The whale, 
which regularly visits the Kaikoura 
region south of Wellington, wasseen 
covered with fresh scars that ex- 
perts believe indicate a battle with a 
squid the size of a bus. Richard 
Oliver of Kaikoura Whale Tours said 
the marks indicate that the whale’s 
opponent “had to be absolutely 
enormous,” with tentacles about 30 
feetlong. Thatwould make the squid 
at least 40 or 50 feet long and its 
approximate weight two tons. Oliver 
said whales under such an attack 
would bring the squid “to the surface 
and smash them up with their flukes.” 


Tropical Storms 

The Philippines was spared 
6) yet another natural disas- 

ter when typhoon Seth 
skirted the northern coast of Luzon 
Island and dissipated over water 
between the Philippines and Tai- 
wan. Tropical storm Verne formed 
briefly south of Japan. In the eastern 
Pacific, heavy rain from weakening 
tropical storm Nora caused exten- 
sive crop damage in Mexico's Si- 
naloa State. 


Aurora 


A massive solar eruption 

sent a burst of charged 
9 particles streaming into 
Earth's atmosphere, producing one 
of the most spectacular displays of 
the northern lights in years. The show 
was seen from Utah to Ohio, and as 


far south as Texas. The sunis at the 
peak of an 11-year cycle of activity. 


For the week ending |: 
| November 15,1991 \ 
Tan Warning 

Australia, faced with an in- 
®) creased danger of skin can- 
cer because of the thinning 
ozone layer, has appealed to its 
population to take a four-hour break 
from the midday sun. Schools are 
being asked to keep pupils indoors 
between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., the 
hours of most intense sunlight. The 
country had the highest rate of skin 
cancer in the world even before the 
ozone shield became depleted, al- 


lowing stronger ultraviolet rays to 
reach the surface. 


Atlantic Storm 


Aslow and powerful storm 
caused the second wave 

FM ofhigh surf and beach ero- 
sion along the Atlantic Seaboard in 
two weeks . The storm also brought 
freezing rain and ice that snapped 
power lines and trees in the Appala- 
chian Mountains, where a record 


cold snap had just extinguished sev- 
eral forest fires. 


: 58° =: 
| Renland, 
‘Greenland 


Drought 


Kenya’s meteorological 
department has warned 
that the country may face 
serious food shortages because of 
the lack of rainfallin most parts of the 
country. The government has halted 
the export of food until the impact of 


the drought can be determined. 


Earthquakes 


India's vast Rajasthan 
LS] Desert absorbed most of 

the impact of a quake 
measuring 6.3 on the Richter scale 
which hit the Indo-Pakistan border 
area, but caused only light damage. 
A wave of six tremors shook four 
provinces of southern Iran. The 
strongest was a magnitude 5 quake 
that caused further panic among the 
residents of Behbehan who had left 
their homes to live in tents after a 
stronger temblor struck on Oct. 31. 
Earth movements were also felt in 
northern and central Japan, the 
central Philippines, Cyprus, Alaska’s 


a Vostok, (U.S S.R.) 


Antarctica 


Kenai Peninsula, southern Indiana, 
northwestern Arizona, and the San 
Francisco Bay Area. 


Trans-Pacific Poaching 


Canadian environmental- 
ists have offered a $2,000 

reward for information 
leading to the arrest of hunters who 
killed one of the world’s largest black 
bears and removed its gall bladder 
for sale in Asia. “Duke,” a 15-year- 
old Canadian black bear, was known 
throughout the Americas for his 
gargantuan bulk, weighing 800 
pounds — twice the normal size. 
The gall bladders of black bears 
draw ahigh price in Asia, where they 
are coveted for medicinal purposes. 
Highdemand andthe steady decline 
of bears in Asia has now led hunters 
to North America, where the animals 
are still in abundant supply. 


Additional Sources: U.N. World Meteorologi- 
cal Organization, Japanese Meteorological 
Agency, U.S. Climate Analysis Center, and the 
U. S. Earthquake Information Center. 
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THIS DISTINTEGRATION 
HAS TAKEN ON A DESTRUCTIVE 
CHARACTER. 
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Food fact finders in Italy will tell you 


pizza came from Naples in the south, 


breadsticks from Turin in the north. 
Report is 10 percent of South 
America’s newly cleared rain forest 
has gone into cocaine cultivation. 
If the recordkeepers have it right, 
Africans who live outside Africa's 
cities don't get appendicitis. 
Am told the word Sunday” isn’t in the 
Bible. 
Q. Is there such a thing as an ambi- 
dextrous baseball mitt? 

A. Indeed. The Japanese sell a six- 
fingered mitt that can be worn on 
either hand. 

Asurvey of 1500 Sunday School 
children, age 8, revealed most think 
the Supreme Being has personalized 
license plates imprinted: “God.” 


In Pakistan, a commercial multiple 
vitamin dosage to be taken once a 
day is offered in a 34-proof alcoholic 
beverage. 


| 50 Main Street. 


Q. What makes the scientists believe 
some dinosaurs were warm-blooded 
instead of cold-blooded? 

A. Animals that carried their heads 
high above their hearts needed a 
warm-blood pumping system, it's 
thought. 

Consider this, oldtimer: Although 
everybody sees everything on TV, 
researchers contend a relatively small 
proportion of the people in the United 
States have ever seen a real hay- 
stack. 

The gangster Ma Barker enforced her 
rules. She wouldn't let her three sons 
— or any other member of her bunch 
— drink liquor or chase women. 
Frivolity was out. They had to con- 
centrate on robbery and kidnapping. 
Truly ambidextrous people tend to be 
more awkward than either right- 
handers or left-handers. 
Casanova in his memoirs mentioned 
he was impotent by age 40. 
“Women in politics are condemned,” 
writes a Client. .“If gentle, they're too 
ladylike. If tough, unwomanly.” 


L.M. Boyp 


You know why alligators rarely 
retreat? They can’t walk backwards. 
Seven times an hour — that’s how 
frequently a wild panda gets romantic 
in the mating season. 

Literary footnotes indicate Edgar Allan 
Poe was convinced that life on earth 
will end in fire. 

Some experts claim the thorough 
renovation of an old house generates 
more jobs than the building of a new 
one. 

Amidst the summer set who visit the 
beach, 40 percent of the women and 
10 percent of the men go there to be 
watched. So say the psychologists. 
Movies about gunfighters suggest the 
young men were always quicker on 
the draw. But recently in England, 
timed tests prove middle-aged contes- 
tants tend to be a bit speedier than the 
younger fellows. 

If it gives birth to 37 of its kind at one 
time, it’s probably a cockroach. That’s 
the cockroach average. 
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VE VE MOVED 


oem 


Northampton, Massachusetts 413-586-6313 


That women generally outlive men is 
only the half of it. As girls, they 
mature 20 percent more swiftly than 
the boys. So the grownup age of 
womanhood is considerably lengthier 
than the manhood span. 

You can also mend a broken fingernail 
with clear polish and teabag paper. 


Q. What was the first word spoken on 
the moon? 
A. "Okay." Buzz Aldrin said it as he 
shut down the lunar module's descent - 
engine. 
Remember, a "light-year" measures 
distance, not time. 

An introduction to a song sets the 
mood. That's the public notion. But 
more than one bandleader has said 
the real purpose is to let the singer 

find the pitch. 

Q. Where was the first pay phone 

installed? 

A. Hartford, Conn. After William Gray 
received his patent on the invention in 
1889. The phone company got 65 
percent, the store 10 percent, Gray 25 
percent. 
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$1 30 OFF any Large Pizza 


WE. DELIVER ; 
PIZZA * LASAGNA ¢ SALADS ¢ SUBS 


\T WILL THROW MANY PEOPLE 
OVT OF \NORK... 


r MIKAAIL- MWY ECONOMIC REFORM 
" \S RADICAL 


You HAVE A CHANCE To 
LEAD BY EXANVLE 


u. BECAUSE THEIR JOBS WILL 
CEASE TO EXIST 


EA 


Call Us at 256-0222 ‘and WE'LL BRING LUNCH 


TO YOUR HOME OR OFFICE 


OPEN) DAILY 11 a!m: Paes FREE/DELIVERY, 


ONE COUPON PER PIZZA 
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$1 .00 OFF any Medium Pizza - 
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WE DELIVER 
PIZZA * LASAGNA ¢ SALADS « SUBS 


OPEN DAILY 11/a:m. pA FREE DELIVERY 
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e ONE COUPON PER PIZZA 


COPIES 


e COLOR COPIES 
e BUSINESS CARDS 
e LASERPRINTING 
e FAX-585-0417 


8:30 am — 8 pm 


9:00 am — 5 pm 
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Until his medical license was Sienentetl cosmetic 


“| don’t mean to exacerbate this situation, Roger, “Yeah, Vern! You heard what | said! And what are 
but I think I’m quite close to bursting into maniacal you gonna do about it? Huh? C’mon! What are ya surgeon Dr. Irwin Blumenfeld left many of his 
laughter and imagining your nose is really a German gonna do? Huh? C’MON!” patients with the tragic side effect known as 
sausage.” “buffalo nose.” 
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“And now the weather — well, doggone it, but I'm 
afraid that cold front | told you about yesterday is 
just baaarrreeely going to miss us.” 


If pets wore hats: a study in animal personalities and 
styles 


1991 Universai Press Syndicate 
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row your boat, 


SCISS ORs 


"4 e 1240 cron 


“1 tell ya, Ben — no matter who wins this thing, And then Al realized his problems were much bigger 


Boot Hill ain’t ever gonna be the same.” than just a smashed truck. 
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“We're gettin’ old, Jake.” 
“i ith us, ma’am — and if | were you, I'd B 
Of course, prehistoric neighborhoods always had Come with us, r 
s ood lawyer. No one’s gonna buy that ¢ 
that one family whose front yard was strewn with old getag ‘ " The Valley Cor ews ° 19.1 
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LEOLD BY ROGER ~ SALEM Sas00M 


Breaking up with my girl was terrible. 
We broke up in the beginning of a 
series of long, dark, cold winter nights. 


T'M GOING OUTSIDE TO 
PLAY! nee Gor MY 


... FURTHER BULLETINS 
AS EVENTS WARRANT! 


i began to get muscle spasms in my 
back and develop a facial twitch. 


Love is a powerful thing. It can climb 
mountains, swim oceans, . . . play 


chess. 
MOM'S NOT AND ON THE INSIDE \T SANS, 7 \( SORE. T'M 
FEELING WELL, “BECAUSE WV IED ISNT WA /"LONE, CAIN") HUNGRY TO 
I'll never forget her. SO I'M MAKING ote - | MY CLOTHES NEED TO BE A 
; 7 @ | HER nee Well "J AWAY, AND I'M HUNGRY.” | SIGN IT? 


She was so soft. Her sister was so 
soft. Her goldfish were so soft. 
They were big enough to take out of 
the tank and squeeze. They never 
complained. | loved those little orange 
fish. This whole thing about my 
girlfriend has made me very pet 
conscious. 
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Hi, MOM! SINCE YOU'RE 
SICK, I'M BRINGING YOU 
BREAKFAST IN BED! 


T PREPARED EGGS, TOAST 
AND ORANGE JUICE FOR 
YOU ALL BY MYSELF! 


THE EGGS KIND OF BURNED 

AND STUCK TO THE PAN, BUT 

YOU CAN PROBABIN CHIP 

THEM QUT WITH THIS CHISEL. TILL YOUR 
aes BETTER. 


YOU ON 


OF COURSE 
WOOK? T CAN COOK. 


eee 


SINCE YOUR 
MOM'S SICK, 
TLL BE MAKING 
DINNER TONIGHT. 


AS YOU CAN SEE, T 
SURNINED TWO YEARS OF 
MY OWN COOKING WHEN T 
HAD AN APARTMENT AFTER 

COLLEGE. 


SOMETIMES WHEN IM SICK, 
YOU READ ME A STORY. 
WANT ME TO READ YOU ONE? 


ITS HARD TO RE A 
MOM FOR A MOM 
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NO. SHE 

WENT 10 THE 

DOCTOR TODAY, 
THOUGH. 


T WONDER 


TT ASKED DAD IF MOM WAS 


DAD SAID WE'D KNOW {E 
GOING TO HAVE A BABY, AND 


MOM WAS HAVING A KID 

BECAUSE SHE'D LOOK LIKE 

A HIPPOPOTAMUS WITH A 
GLAND PROBLEM. 


Y No, I'VE Gor 
MY FAVORITE 


PROCESSED 
MOUSE LOAF. 


THEY DRIVE BIGGER AND 


HOW DO THEY KNOW THE 
BIGGER TRUCKS. OVER THE 


“LOAD LIMIT ON BRIDGES, 
DAD ? 


IT'S HARD To BELIEVE. 
STILL STARVE 
IN THIS WORLD, 


YOU Don’t 
WHY WOULD SHE WANT 
GONG PINE BABY PA, | ANSWER Ki0?? sits 
A BARY, Do Yo)? ' vf | ALREADY Gor MEY 
L<L YES, YOU'D THINK 
i aise a 
ey cr Pp 
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«THAT'S WHEN MOM 
CREAMED HIM 
WITH HER 


THEN THEY WEIGH THE Y DEAR, IF YOu 
LAST TRUCK AND : 


REBUILD THE BRIDGE. 


WHAT THATS / NO YOU 
DON'T. 
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! $I 00 OFF w/coupon ! 


Enchiladas Dinner i 
] 2 Enchiladas, rice and Beans | 
($5.25 to $5.95 Value) Ise 


(Redeemable with coupon through Jan. 15 1992) 
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i 7 Days a Week 

1 TAKEOUT AVAILABLE 
44 Main St. * Northampton 
q 
q 


586-7181 
11am to 10pm Sun-Thurs 


1lam to 11pm Fri &Sat 


MEXICAN FOOD) LIKE YOUVE 


NEVER HAD IT IN NEW ENGEAND 


I've been advertising in the 
Comic News since its Ist issue 
and it's no joke. This is the most 
effective way to use your 
advertising dollars to reach a most 

| varied cross-section of 
|| Northampton & Amherst customers. 
| I wouldn't miss a single issue. 


Kim Krizek 


Owner of Karavan Imports 
122 Main St., Northampton 
(upstairs above Pinocchio's) 


your body and your spirits at 
East Heaven Hot Tubs 
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me cast & 
HEAVEN Sal 
° ~HO! 1U88,"% 
Sa, 
Saas 
Sales & Installation of Hot Tubs & Saunas 


Luxurious, private hot 
tub room rentals. 


53 West St., Northampton 686-6843 


Mon, 4 p.m.-1 a.m. ¢ Tucs.-Sun, 11 a.m.-1 a.m. 
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humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


In the midst of all the gloomy domestic news, 
one bright note may have escaped your attention. The 
campaign against drunk driving seems to be working. 
Thanks to education, tougher penalties anda shiftin our 
society towards malicious gossip and voyeurism there 
are fewer drunk drivers onourroads. Many are heeding 
the admonition against driving and drinking, thus be- 
coming more responsible in their cars. This does not 
mean, however, that people have stopped drinking. In 
fact, our society is now faced with a new dilemma- 
drunk pedestrians. Police departmentshave been gearing 
up to deal with this predicament. To see how they are 
handling it, I asked police policy expert C. Urch if this 
new form of violation has caused problems for law 
enforcement officials. 

Not surprisingly, the answer was “‘what are 
you, an idiot? Of course it's caused problems. The 
sidewalkblocks that were set up were effective for a 
while, but merchants began to howl as potential cus- 
tomers walking up to their stores would either have to 
tum themselves around and walk down another street 
or face a sobriety test.” 

“A sobriety test for drunk walking?” I asked. 

“Yes. It's similar to the one for drunk driving. 
Suspects are pulled over and asked to count backwards 
from 10 while touching their nose with their index 
finger. The only difference is that they are then asked 
to get into their car and try and drive in a straight line. 

“Anyway,” he continued “police radar traps 
were set up and, when an erratic walker was seen, the 
cops would lunge out from behind a building and run 
after the offender. This tacticisn’tused anymore because 
the conviction rate was so low. It tumed out that while 
many people walk erratically, they do so for such legal 
reasons as daydreaming or trying to get by slower 
walkers. In a famous case, two boys beat a drunk 
walking rap using the ‘we were only playing Step-on- 
a-crack and break-your-mother’s-back defense.” . 

linquired of Urch whetherhe thoughtprogress 
was being made against drunk walking. He did. 

“Public awareness is high. I’m sure you’ve 
seen all the people with red ribbons in their ears, The 
designated walker program is a big success. Folks 
know that if they tum their shoelaces over to a friend 
who won’ tdrink, they can getasdrunkas they wantand 
not have to worry about slamming into some innocent 
stroller or ruining a brand new outfit. The days when 
young people thought it was cool to get together, buy 
a couple of six packs, borrow the old man’s sleeping 
bag and bum leather out to the beach to party are 
definitely over. Inmy opinion, joy walking was always 
an over-rated thrill. Besides, the penalties for drunk 
walking are getting tougher. Generally, if you get three 
tickets, they take away your shoes. And it's now illegal 
in many states to wear a radar detector on your head." 
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DAMN. YOU 
«CUSTOMS. HAVE ANYTHING 


WERE ALMOST HOME. 
THATS THE TOLL BOOTH 

FORTHE HOLLAND 
TUNNEL UP AHEAD... 
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WHATARE IWASIN ~ 
YOUDOING THE NEIGHBOR- 
HERE, ' 


UM... HOW 
ABOUT YOUR 
PASSENGER2 


NAH, LET 
HIM SLEEP. 
HES HADA 
BAD DAy. 


RICK'S BEEN PRE- 
PARING A MAJOR 
STORY ABOUT LAN 

QUAYLE. HE'S BEEN 


HE FINALLY FILED LAST NIGHT. 

IM JUST GLAD HE'S WITH THE 
WASHINGTON POST. MOST 
OTHER PAPERS WOULDN'T 


WORKING ON IT DARE TOUCH A STORY 
AROUND THE CLOCK LIKE THIS! 
FOR THREE WEEKS... 
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THE FOST JUST KILLED MY 
PIECE! IT'S "IRRESPONSIBLE"! 
TOO "SPECULATIVE"! I DIDN'T 
PROVE ACTUAL DRUG USE, 
SOITS"IRRELEVANT"! 


HI. SOME HELLOZ1S 
MY DRIVER 
IN THERE? 

SS 


HEY, EVERYBODY, LET ME INTRODUCE You ALL, 


THIS 15 MY FARE! THIS IS MY STEPFATHER, RICK 
HE JUST WOKE UR REDFERN, WHO 


OKAY IF HE JOINS 
Us 
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ITSNO 


ISNT IT TIME 


COMEDY 
ERE & NOW at 


OLIVIA'S 


iw EASTHAMPTON 


if 
/ tu da 
TL SAY GOOD- 
BYE FOR YOU, 
HE'S UP TUCK- 
(NG IN JEFF. 


THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY 
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GREAT PASTA & PIZZA,TOO 


RESERVATIONS: 527-0260 


ALLTHE CAP- y, 

WHATS —- PERS LEFT. SAME WELL, I SUPPOSE 
HAPPENED WITH THE BUSI- THAT WAS BOUND TO HAPPEN 
70 BUSINESS, NESSMEN. THEY SOONER OR LATER. MIGHT 

2 TIME FOR A CHANGE, DUKE, 


\ 
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HEY, DUKE! IS 
THIS RIGHT ? al 
vouonty want — THAT. 


71 MAIN ST. EASTHAMPTON 


m TUESDAY NITES 
Live Blues 


All you can £ 1) 
Eat Chicken 


$9.95 & Ribs 


Lunch Tues-Sat 11:30am Kg 


eNTELAL Pas EymmcaTT @ 19 Ge heaeos 


by Ay Featuring Hickory smoked Ribs ‘n 
Chicken Homemade Salads Snacks 
Sandwiches, Kids Menu and pigs galore 


ARE YOU YEAH. UM.,, HOW 
SERIOUS, MUCH TIME 
SIR2 DOI HAVE? 
\ 206 Russell St. Rte 9 Hadley 
586-5668 
Takeout& Catering 
Hrs: Tues-Sat_ 11:30am to 10pm Sun Noon to ¥.u0pm 
Closed Monday 


YOU HAVE, 
SIR? 


NY 


eeERSAL Pe Soca OMT Gk bese 


THE GAMES MAN 


* TREVOR WOOFENDEN * 


Unique entertainment 
for all events 


Family & adults-only 
play groups meet monthly. 


CPE HEROS OF KDAY! 
se Ask about my Fun Letter Club! 


(413) 247-3322 


Box 463 Haydenville, MA 01039 
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